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MAY IS YOUTH SERVICES MONTH
Welcome Your Youth, Promote Your Youth, Grow Your Youth Programs - Youth are Our Future

ENGAGING OUR ROTARY YOUTH
Many of our youth programs are cancelled for another year
but we need to keep them all in mind, to remain updated,
and to re-energize and restart our youth programs when we
can
YEP – Cancelled. There is a possibility that a club could set
up a virtual exchange if they have an interested student and
can connect with another district
RYLA – The RYLA annual camp will be conducted virtually in
the summer 2021. We need to encourage attendance and
club support
RAHR – may be conducted virtually and we need to
encourage support
Adventures’ programs – Cancelled
ROTARACT – we need to support our two Rotaract clubs,
one at UofM and one in Regina. We’re considering joining Rotaract Canada
ROTEX – there is an active Rotex group in our district and again, we need to support and encourage them

Please encourage youth to attend our virtual District Conference 2021, May
13-15 “Family of Rotary”. Students and Rotaractors are FREE registration

.
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A great VIDEO
to watch and
share during
Youth Services
Month

BECOMING A PERSON OF ACTION: WHAT EXCHANGE HAS MEANT TO M
Graydon Eskowich - Melfort

Oftentimes, I’ve been asked since returning home to
Canada last April: “What was the best part about being
an exchange student?” What a dif cult question. It
would be practically impossible to choose just one
thing to ‘de ne’ my exchange year in Slovakia, and
feels much the same as a parent being asked if they
have a favourite child. However, if I really had to pick
one aspect about the ‘exchange student life’ that feels
most important to me— and maybe this is cheating— it
would be the experience of being an exchange student
in its entirety. Having the titles of future, current, and
(now) former exchange student has shaped my life for
almost 4 years, and is a fact about my life that is
continuing to open doors and present opportunities
that my childhood self could never have imagined.
Back when I was a ‘future’ exchange student— still in school, having never travelled outside of Canada, and
largely unaware of how immense Rotary’s impact in the world is— I was brought into the fold of Rotary for
the rst time, and immediately began meeting people who would end up expanding my horizons all around
the globe. Whether it was the 5550 inbounds who gave me pep talks on what it meant to be an exchange
student at the Melfort sports weekend and Winterfest at the Pas, or the many welcoming Rotarians who
invited me to meetings and supported my journey all the way until I hopped on the plane to Slovakia (and
beyond), being a ‘future’ exchange student gave me an immediate and unshakeable sense of what it means
to be a part of the family of Rotary.
When I was a ‘current’ exchange student, living life to the fullest in Slovakia, the number of lessons I learned
is beyond what I can summarize in this short article. But what I can say is this: apart from the countless new
people and friends I met, and the immense amount of things I learned (both about the world and of myself),
living for a year in Slovakia showed me rsthand just how much cross-cultural understanding is vital for
allowing goodness to grow and be done in world. This, of course, is at the heart of what Rotary does, but I
never could have imagined that, in just a year of being in a new country and having to adapt to an unfamiliar
culture, I’d be given such a sense of how showing goodwill to everyone you meet— regardless of individual
differences— can build bridges where you can then meet in the middle to foster meaningful change.
Bringing this, and all the other lessons I learned, back with me from Slovakia, has led me nally to
understand the importance of being a ‘former’ exchange student. Of course the old adage that ‘an exchange
student is an exchange student forever’ is true, but I think this phrase in some part neglects the bounds of
what is possible after exchange. For me, a better saying would be: ‘an exchange student is part of Rotary
forever.’ Since coming home, I’ve made it a priority to pursue the change that organizations like Rotary are
creating in the world by staying involved however I can. I’ve joined the new district Rotex group, my local
Rotaract club in Regina, and was provided the opportunity to sit on the YEP district committee.
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Becoming involved in these capacities stems not just from a desire to give back to Rotary for having
provided me the opportunity of a lifetime, but because I truly believe I can apply my experiences and
knowledge from exchange back here in Canada, and through it continue to learn, and be a person of action
in everything that I do. Even in my University education, I’m pursuing a degree in lmmaking with a
prospective focus in Anthropology and Documentary, with hopes to one day travel, spreading the goodwill of
Rotary throughout the world, whilst shining a light on stories that foster that global understanding I believe is
so essential in creating meaningful change. In all these capacities and more, I can graciously say that
exchange wasn’t just a ‘life in a year,’ but indeed a year that will shape my life for decades to come.

• Registration is now open.
• Fully Online event this year
• Age range 15-25
• Open to Rotex and Rotaractors this year
• $100 per Camper
• RYLA will offer exible options for

participation
• There will be recorded sessions,

opportunity for interaction between session
days, etc
• Event will span three weeks in August
• Campers WILL NOT be expected to commit

to participating every day for the three
weeks.

VIRTUAL BANNERS TO SUPPORT RYL
In order to help support the switch to a Virtual
Platform for RYLA in the coming year Clubs in
the District have a chance to sponsor a virtual
banner that will carry a positive message from
your Club to our Youth
Banners will contain your Clubs Name and
Message Banners will appear each time
someone enters the Virtual RYLA site this
summer and during the coming year.
Clubs can choose their own message or select
from a list of sample messages

To support RYLA and sponsor a banner contact rylachair@gmail.com

What can Rotary offer to
young members? Check
out THIS article.
AS I SEE IT
District Governor Gailmarie Anderson

This past week, I joined a Rotary International webinar on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI). The
topic was “Intergenerational Relationships”and I learnt a lot! The most important tip that I took away
is twofold: 1) open communication and 2) establish relationships. It just doesn’t matter what age we
are, whether a young Rotaractor, a Rotex, a young or an experienced Rotarian, we all have the
same desire to help, Service Above Self. We need to gure out how to do this together, combining
all of our ideas and intercepting our biases, and strengthening our abilities to be People of Action
This newsletter is chock full of great ideas about our youth programs. If we all get involved and
together make a difference, we can be such a vibrant and exciting Rotary District

.
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That’s our challenge as leaders in Rotary – leadership is not a position, it’s a potential we hold in all
of us. Let’s lead together. Let’s act together. Let’s mentor each other. LET’S DREAM BIG

VIRTUAL LEARNING & FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIE

Upcoming Events

D5550 EVENING TALK SHOW
May 6 @7:00 p

World Community Service
AGM
May 4

Theme: Youth Services Opens Opportunities for Rotar
May is Youth Services month and our next District Talk Show May 6 will
focus on how Youth Services Opens Opportunities for Rotary.
Join us to hear directly from young people who have bene tted from
some of our Rotary Youth Programs and how they now share our belief
in making a difference in the world and are giving back to Rotary

D5550 Evening Talk
Show
May 6
Zone 28 & 32 Foundation
Gala
May 12

DISTRICT CONFERENCE
May 13 - 1
This year’s conference will be held entirely virtually via Zoom. There is
a great lineup of speakers designed to inform and motivate Rotarians

District Conference
May 13 - 15

The schedule, speaker information, and registration is available online.
Click HERE

District Board Meeting
May 16
4 Way Test Seminar 2
May 25

THE FOUR-WAY TEST IS ALIVE AND WEL

District 5550 AGM
May 29

(and that’s the Truth

D5550 Evening Talk
Show
June 3

A 4-Part virtual series will look at the Four-Way Test in world losing grip
on truth, fairness, friendship, and win-win outcomes. Parts 1 and 2 will
be held this Spring. Part 1 was held on April 22 and Part 2 will be on
May 25.

Click HERE for more details

The sessions will focus on how the internet and social media can
promote the spread of falsehood and fan the ames of extremism, how
responsible journalism responds, and how legislation and regulation
can work to address the problem. Session 2 will also provide a handson guide for individuals to sort the good from the bad on the internet.
All of this will give Rotarians some food for thought on how we can live
the rst line of the Four-Way Test

Rotary Youth Exchange Rotex
and Instagra
Calling all Rotary Youth Exchange alumni! We
are looking to expand our Rotex club. Rotex is
a club for exchange student alumni who are
interested in being involved with the Youth
Exchange program. If you know of any alumni
who might be interested please have them
contact Jacquie Grandmont (Rotex
Representative)
at jacquie.grandmont@gmail.com or, check
out our Facebook page “District 5550 Rotex”.
Looking to keep up with the District 5550
Rotary Exchange program? Check out our
Instagram page

Zone 28 & 32 Beyond Borders Newsletter
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D5550 Board Minutes

DISTRICT CONFERENCE

PROGRAM
Check out the latest
conference promotional
VIDEO HERE!
We are Rotary Family
All donations to our charity,
NEOSS, will receive a tax receipt
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With the continued
uncertainty of the
pandemic and
COVID-19 virus
variants, inconsistent
disease mitigation
efforts, and the global
imbalance of vaccine
access – the board
has decided to
suspend the Youth
Exchange program
through 30 June
2022.

MAY MEMBERSHIP MOMEN
As we come into the last few months of this Rotary year clubs have asked how do we communicate in
these uncertain times
Relationships are the foundation of Rotary
Please see below for some reminders that came from our Zone Membership Meeting.

DISTRICT 5550 LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
District 5550 has recommended the use
of the following land acknowledgement
for virtual meetings
“I would like to begin by acknowledging
the Indigenous Peoples of all the lands
that we are on today. While we meet
today on a virtual platform, I would like
to take a moment to acknowledge the
importance of the lands, which we each
call home. We do this to reaf rm our
commitment and responsibility in
improving relationships between
nations and to improving our own
understanding of local Inuit, Metis, and First Nations Peoples and their cultures and rights. From coast to
coast to coast, we acknowledge the ancestral and unceded territory of all the Inuit, Métis, and First
Nations Peoples that call this land home.
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What does the phrase mean, “We are all treaty people”? Explore a U of Toronto course
HERE or a very good SlideShare HERE.

IMPORTANT ADVICE FOR JOINING A ZOOM MEETIN
Past District Governor Fred Wright

Rotarians: please HELP. Our volunteers need to recognize your devic
Rotarians are people who want to do good in the world
Here is an opportunity for you to help your fellow Rotarians, speci cally the volunteers who work behind the
scenes to get you through the waiting room and into the zoom meetings
Please ensure that the device that you are using identi es you by name, so that the volunteers do not have
to spend a lot of effort tracking you down and possibly denying you entry.
Example: John Rotarian uses his wife’s iPad to enter the meeting. It shows up to our volunteers as
Joan’s iPad. Now the volunteer has to send you a message in the waiting room. If you don’t see the
message or ignore it, you won’t get in
If you are planning to enter the meeting with an unidenti ed phone, please provide the phone number to the
zoom host a day prior to the meeting, so that the host can add this information to the registration list which
gets divided up amongst the waiting room volunteers.
When I have dif culty with technology, I ask a grandchild or Rotaractor to help me. You can also do a
GOOGLE search to nd device speci c information on naming your device for ZOOM Meetings

EMAIL BLAST
Have you seen an increase in the number of emails you
receive from Rotary through Clubrunner? A recent trend
seems to be to send an email blast all district members to
promote your club’s event or fundraiser. This has led to
frustration from those receiving those emails. One of the
problems is that members may stop opening Clubrunner
emails altogether, thereby missing important district events
Shouldn’t we be trying to lessen the number of these emails,
especially ones concerning club (not district) fundraisers?
Rather, we could share speci c opportunities for projects,
programs, grants or fundraising appeals by sending them to
the appropriate person in other clubs so one blast per club,
for example, to the Club Foundation Chair from a Club
Foundation Chair. We could share these on our Presidents’
calls and on our bimonthly AGS calls too. And we could put
notices in the monthly DG Newsletter
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Let’s stop cluttering everyone’s inboxes!

